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SUMMARY 
In the month of July, the Design-Build Team has completed several investigations and cleaning trials as 

recommended by Wiss, Janney, Elstner Associates, Inc. (WJE). Preliminary recommendations for window 

repairs have been produced that will serve as the basis for cost estimating. Hazardous material testing by 

Terracon confirmed the windows contained hazardous material including lead paint and asbestos based 

sealants. Several masonry cleaning trials were performed and received mixed results. A second round of 

cleaning trials will be conducted including laser cleaning and additional biocide cleaners. ZFI and Treanor 

have continued to investigate the masonry anchorage condition in addition to comparing existing conditions 

to as-built drawings.. An excavation at the Northwest light well has been opened for an investigation of the 

deteriorating condition on light well walls. In the coming months, the Design-Build Team will continue 

testing masonry mortar, disassembling windows for trial repairs, and investigating existing conditions. 

 

KEY ACTIVITIES 
The Design Team is continuing to investigate existing conditions and test various methods and materials 

for restoration activities. Additional investigations have been performed for hazardous material and 

anchor locations. A geotechnical investigation has been scheduled. 

The Design-Build Team met with the Oklahoma State Fire Marshall’s office to review the scope of the 

exterior project and discuss possible points of coordination between the Interior and Exterior Teams.  

Code and life safety concerns will be addressed throughout the construction process. During the meeting, 

the Design-Build Team and Assistant State Fire Marshall Luke Tallant defined a limited set of code analysis 

documents that will be submitted as part of the exterior scope building permit.  
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SCOPE DEVELOPMENT 
EXTERIOR FAÇADE 

Recent Progress One-Month Look Ahead 
ZFI conducted limestone anchor investigations at 
two of the three scaffold areas utilizing non-
destructive techniques and equipment with the 
aid of Terracon.  This investigation is necessary to 
confirm existing anchor conditions and locations 
as well as compare as-built conditions with the 
available information contained in the original 
construction drawings. 
 
Treanor Architects (TA) and ZFI developed, 
directed, and observed the removal of part of a 
cracked limestone architrave unit on the East 
wing scaffold.  The Design Team was able to 
locate and evaluate several anchorage conditions 
associated with the architrave and adjacent soffit 
and veneer elements. 
 
TA continues to conduct site visits to the Capitol 
to confirm existing conditions. TA has continued 
to direct trial area test repairs on mortar joints. 
 

In August the Design Team anticipates continuing 
the anchor investigation and reviewing the results 
of the investigation developed by Terracon.  
 
The Design Team anticipates conclusion of trial 
cleaning and mortar joint repairs. 
 
Review of information gathered from architrave 
and soffit investigation will continue.  Historic 
photos as well as drawings and specifications are 
being reviewed to assess the cracking and develop 
potential repairs methods. 

  

EXTERIOR DOORS AND WINDOWS 

Recent Progress One-Month Look Ahead 
Terracon has provided hazardous materials testing 
and confirmed that paints and sealants contain 
materials that should be abated. 
 
ZFI has finished reviewing the WJE report 
concerning the corroded lintel replacement at the 
clerestory windows above the House and Senate 
chambers.  Development of trial repairs for this 
item is ongoing with the aid of TA and JE Dunn.  
Planned locations for this repair are a single 
window location on the North elevation of each 
chamber. 
 
 
 
 

The Design Team anticipates performing the 
window and cast iron trial repair at the chosen 
locations during the month of August. Types and 
quantities of each door and window will be 
verified.  
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TA accessed and observed the South portico 
monumental pocket doors. A final investigation of 
the South portico doors and cast iron elements 
was performed.  Additional access is still necessary 
from OMES to finalize these investigations. 
Door investigation led to the discovery that Door 
201 will require a locksmith to open. 

 
A draft trial repair directive document for windows 
and cast iron was sent to the State for review and 
comment. 
 
TA is working with a window replication company 
regarding potential design options. 
 
TA is continuing to develop electronic drawings, 
details, and sheets to be used both as part of the 
trial repair documents and the design development 
package. 
 

 

ROOF 

Recent Progress One-Month Look Ahead 
TA has defined the scope of the assessment:  
areas of recently replaced copper roofing and 
areas of older roofing. TA and ZFI have submitted 
a request to JE Dunn to provide appropriate 
safety and fall protection measures for the areas 
that need to be accessed for the assessment.  
 

Siplast and Oklahoma Roofing have made 
recommendations on protecting the asphaltic 
roof during investigations and construction. 
 

Upon implementation of approved safety 
measures, the Design Team will perform 
assessment of copper roof. 
 
Detailed site investigation of flashing and edge 
conditions will occur. The Design-Build Team needs 
to consult with the Interiors Team to confirm the 
amount of roof penetrations that will occur 
between the two scopes of work and make a 
recommendation to OMES about the viability of 
the existing roof. 

 

  

http://www.jedunn.com/


 

Monthly Progress Report 
7/31/2015 
15039DB – Oklahoma Capitol Restoration/Exterior Rehabilitation    

 

JE Dunn Construction   |    4 E. Sheridan Ave., Suite 200, Oklahoma City, OK  73104    |    405.232.5700   |    www.jedunn.com 5 

LIGHT WELLS 

Recent Progress One-Month Look Ahead 
Areas for investigative excavation have been 
identified in the May edition of this report. The 
Design Team is continuing to document existing 
conditions and create Building Information 
Modeling (BIM) files of the light wells.  
 

Upon completion of test excavation areas, the 
Design Team will perform trial repairs on the light 
wells and evaluate the results. The Design-Build 
Team will remove loose veneer tile from the light 
well walls to confirm the components of the veneer 
system and test paint removal methods in the 
event that some of the existing tile veneer is left in 
place. The Design Team will catalog components of 
the light wells with the stone numbering system 
that has been established with TA. 

 

TUNNEL 

Recent Progress One-Month Look Ahead 
The tunnel has been included in BIM file 
development. ZFI has discussed excavation and 
access requirements for the planned tunnel 
investigation excavation. The Design Team is 
waiting on conclusion of the geotechnical 
investigation in order to understand existing soil 
and groundwater conditions. 

The Design Team will prepare a narrative of 
repairs/renovations that will serve as a proposed 
minimum construction scope. Additionally, the 
Design Team will prepare proposed value-added 
enhancements for the tunnel and entry building. 
The Design Team will perform initial accessibility 
analysis for an accessible route from the parking lot 
to the Capitol through the tunnel. ZFI anticipates 
reviewing the shoring and excavation plan for the 
tunnel investigation as well as reviewing the 
geotechnical report upon its delivery. 
 

 

PLAZA, TERRACES, WALKS AND STAIRS 

Recent Progress One-Month Look Ahead 
ADG is currently performing field verification of 
existing conditions. ZFI and JE Dunn have observed 
the conditions beneath the North half of the West 
vestibule plaza stairs in an effort to begin 
understanding the scope of the deterioration.  ZFI 
has contacted Oklahoma Gas & Electric (OG&E) for 
access to the transformer room under the South 
half of the West vestibule plaza stairs in order to 
observe their condition. 

The Design Team will complete documenting the 
components of the battlements/cheek walls, light 
well railings and stairs. Phasing of restoration work 
with the overall phasing plan will be coordinated. 
ADG will integrate the stone numbering system to 
components of the plaza, terraces, walks and stairs. 
ZFI anticipates coordinating with OG&E for access to 
the transformer room in order to observe the 
conditions on the South half of the West vestibule 
plaza stairs. 
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PROGRESS PHOTOS 
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